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Vehicle SelectionVehicle Selection
Drivers can make wiser choices when they Drivers can make wiser choices when they 
consider all vehicle factors that influence consider all vehicle factors that influence 
cost of fuel and overall cost of ownership.cost of fuel and overall cost of ownership.
The single vehicle owner should select a The single vehicle owner should select a 
vehicle that will vehicle that will handle the loadhandle the load most most 
frequently carried.  Owners of 2 or 3 cars frequently carried.  Owners of 2 or 3 cars 
should develop a mix of vehicles, each should develop a mix of vehicles, each 
specialized to handle specific needs.specialized to handle specific needs.



Fuel Economy GuideFuel Economy Guide

http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/FEG2006http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/FEG2006
.pdf.pdf

http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/FEG2006http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/FEG2006
.pdf.pdf

http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/FEG2006.pdf
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/FEG2006.pdf
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/FEG2006.pdf
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/FEG2006.pdf


HybridsHybrids
HybridHybrid--electric vehicles (electric vehicles (HEVsHEVs) ) 
combine the benefits of gasoline combine the benefits of gasoline 
engines and electric motors and can be engines and electric motors and can be 
configured to obtain different configured to obtain different 
objectives, such as improved fuel objectives, such as improved fuel 
economy, increased power, or economy, increased power, or 
additional auxiliary power for electronic additional auxiliary power for electronic 
devices and power tools.devices and power tools.

HTML Version: How Hybrids WorkHTML Version: How Hybrids Work

http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/hybridAnimation/hybrid/hybridoverview.html


HybridsHybrids
Some of the advanced technologies typically used Some of the advanced technologies typically used 
by hybrids includeby hybrids include
–– Regenerative Braking. The electric motor applies resistance Regenerative Braking. The electric motor applies resistance 

to the to the drivetraindrivetrain causing the wheels to slow down. In return, causing the wheels to slow down. In return, 
the energy from the wheels turns the motor, which functions the energy from the wheels turns the motor, which functions 
as a generator, converting energy normally wasted during as a generator, converting energy normally wasted during 
coasting and braking into electricity, which is stored in a coasting and braking into electricity, which is stored in a 
battery until needed by the electric motor.battery until needed by the electric motor.

–– Electric Motor Drive/Assist. The electric motor provides Electric Motor Drive/Assist. The electric motor provides 
additional power to assist the engine in accelerating, additional power to assist the engine in accelerating, 
passing, or hill climbing. This allows a smaller, more passing, or hill climbing. This allows a smaller, more 
efficient engine to be used. In some vehicles, the motor efficient engine to be used. In some vehicles, the motor 
alone provides power for lowalone provides power for low--speed driving conditions speed driving conditions 
where internal combustion engines are least efficient.where internal combustion engines are least efficient.

–– Automatic Start/Shutoff. Automatically shuts off the engine Automatic Start/Shutoff. Automatically shuts off the engine 
when the vehicle comes to a stop and restarts it when the when the vehicle comes to a stop and restarts it when the 
accelerator is pressed. This prevents wasted energy from accelerator is pressed. This prevents wasted energy from 
idling.idling.



HybridsHybrids

A sideA side--byby--side comparison of hybrid cars, side comparison of hybrid cars, 
SUVs, and trucksSUVs, and trucks
http://http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/hybrid_sbwww.fueleconomy.gov/feg/hybrid_sb
s.shtmls.shtml

http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/hybrid_sbs.shtml
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/hybrid_sbs.shtml


FlexFlex--fuel Vehiclesfuel Vehicles
A flexible fueled vehicle (FFV) has a single fuel tank, A flexible fueled vehicle (FFV) has a single fuel tank, 
fuel system, and engine. fuel system, and engine. 
The vehicle is designed to run on unleaded gasoline The vehicle is designed to run on unleaded gasoline 
and an alcohol fuel (usually ethanol) in any mixture. and an alcohol fuel (usually ethanol) in any mixture. 
The engine and fuel system in a flexThe engine and fuel system in a flex--fuel vehicle fuel vehicle 
must be adapted slightly to run on alcohol fuels must be adapted slightly to run on alcohol fuels 
because they are corrosive. because they are corrosive. 
There must also be a special sensor in the fuel line There must also be a special sensor in the fuel line 
to analyze the fuel mixture and control the fuel to analyze the fuel mixture and control the fuel 
injection and timing to adjust for different fuel injection and timing to adjust for different fuel 
compositions. compositions. 
The flexThe flex--fuel vehicle offers its owner an fuel vehicle offers its owner an 
environmentally beneficial option whenever the environmentally beneficial option whenever the 
alternative fuel is available.alternative fuel is available.



WeightWeight of a vehicle strongly of a vehicle strongly 
influences fuel consumption.  The influences fuel consumption.  The 
heavier a vehicle, the more fuel is heavier a vehicle, the more fuel is 
needed to speed it up and keep it needed to speed it up and keep it 
moving.moving.
The greater the The greater the frontal areafrontal area of a of a 
vehicle, the more power is needed to vehicle, the more power is needed to 
move it through the atmosphere.move it through the atmosphere.
Generally, the larger the Generally, the larger the engineengine, , 
the more fuel it will burn.  Smaller the more fuel it will burn.  Smaller 
engines usually produce better fuel engines usually produce better fuel 
economy.economy.



Standard Standard transmissiontransmission can be more can be more 
economical than automatics, but lack of economical than automatics, but lack of 
skill and abuse can quickly erase the skill and abuse can quickly erase the 
advantage.advantage.
Cost of fuelCost of fuel is not cost of ownership.  A is not cost of ownership.  A 
low cost older car with lower fuel low cost older car with lower fuel 
economy can provide low cost economy can provide low cost 
transportation if all known fuel saving transportation if all known fuel saving 
techniques are used.techniques are used.
The added weight of The added weight of power optionspower options and and 
the power needed to run them can reduce the power needed to run them can reduce 
fuel economy.fuel economy.



CrashworthinessCrashworthiness –– Fifty miles per Fifty miles per 
gallon has no meaning if you do not gallon has no meaning if you do not 
survive a crash.survive a crash.
It is far less costly to It is far less costly to learn all about a learn all about a 
vehiclevehicle before you buy it than to before you buy it than to 
learn by experience after you have it.learn by experience after you have it.



How to calculate gas mileageHow to calculate gas mileage
Your actual gas efficiency, measured in mileage (mpg or Your actual gas efficiency, measured in mileage (mpg or kpgkpg), may vary from ), may vary from 
stated estimates. Vehicle condition and style of driving, among stated estimates. Vehicle condition and style of driving, among other factors, other factors, 
can influence mileage.can influence mileage.
It's a good idea to get an actual mileage reading for your car. It's a good idea to get an actual mileage reading for your car. This provides a This provides a 
baseline for your understanding and improving the gas mileage ofbaseline for your understanding and improving the gas mileage of your car. your car. 
Calculating Your Car's Miles Per Gallon (MPG)Calculating Your Car's Miles Per Gallon (MPG)

–– Fill up your car's gas tank all the way. Fill up your car's gas tank all the way. 
–– If your car has a trip odometer, reset it, or record the master If your car has a trip odometer, reset it, or record the master odometer odometer 

mileage. mileage. 
–– Drive your car as you normally would, and let your gas tank deplDrive your car as you normally would, and let your gas tank deplete to at ete to at 

least a half of a tank of gas.least a half of a tank of gas.
–– Get to the gas station and fill your tank again. Get to the gas station and fill your tank again. 
–– Record the amount of gas it took to refill the tank. Record the amount of gas it took to refill the tank. 
–– Record the elapsed trip miles or new odometer mileage. Record the elapsed trip miles or new odometer mileage. 
–– Calculate Calculate -- Get the miles traveled from the trip odometer, or subtract the Get the miles traveled from the trip odometer, or subtract the 

original odometer reading from the new one.original odometer reading from the new one.
–– Divide the miles traveled by the amount of gallons it took to reDivide the miles traveled by the amount of gallons it took to refill the tank. fill the tank. 

The result will be your car's average Miles Per Gallon yield forThe result will be your car's average Miles Per Gallon yield for that driving that driving 
period. period. 

–– e.g. 312miles e.g. 312miles ÷÷ 16gallons = 19.5mpg16gallons = 19.5mpg
You can repeat this procedure every time you refill your tank toYou can repeat this procedure every time you refill your tank to continue to continue to 
monitor, and attempt to improve, your gas mileage.monitor, and attempt to improve, your gas mileage.



Vehicle MaintenanceVehicle Maintenance
Some vehicles are over Some vehicles are over maintainedmaintained.  Some .  Some 
are under maintained.  Both waste energy are under maintained.  Both waste energy 
and money.  The trick is to do exactly what and money.  The trick is to do exactly what 
should be done when it is supposed to be should be done when it is supposed to be 
done.done.
Keep recordsKeep records.  Records help you to .  Records help you to 
understand the gas mileage you are getting.  understand the gas mileage you are getting.  
Records also help you to keep track of Records also help you to keep track of 
maintenance needs and costs.maintenance needs and costs.
OwnerOwner’’s manuals manual.  Your owner.  Your owner’’s manual is a s manual is a 
guide to fuelguide to fuel--efficient and economical efficient and economical 
driving.  Use it.driving.  Use it.



Vehicle MaintenanceVehicle Maintenance

It is difficult to regain the cost of a It is difficult to regain the cost of a 
tunetune--upup in fuel savings.  Get the in fuel savings.  Get the 
opinion of an expert before you opinion of an expert before you 
spend $100+ for a complete tunespend $100+ for a complete tune--up.up.



Keep Your Engine Keep Your Engine 
Properly TunedProperly Tuned

Fixing a car that is noticeably out of tune or Fixing a car that is noticeably out of tune or 
has failed an emissions test can has failed an emissions test can impoveimpove its its 
gas mileage by an average of 4 percent, gas mileage by an average of 4 percent, 
though results vary based on the kind of though results vary based on the kind of 
repair and how well it is done.repair and how well it is done.
Fixing a serious maintenance problem, such Fixing a serious maintenance problem, such 
as a faulty oxygen sensor, can improve your as a faulty oxygen sensor, can improve your 
mileage by mileage by as much as 40 percentas much as 40 percent..

Fuel Economy Benefit: 4%Fuel Economy Benefit: 4%
Equivalent Gasoline Savings: Equivalent Gasoline Savings: 
–– $0.13/gallon$0.13/gallon



Vehicle MaintenanceVehicle Maintenance
Scare advertising causes some people to Scare advertising causes some people to 
change change filtersfilters too frequently.  Indifference too frequently.  Indifference 
and ignorance cause some to wait too long.  and ignorance cause some to wait too long.  
However replacing clogged filters can However replacing clogged filters can 
increase gas mileage up to 10%.increase gas mileage up to 10%.
When selecting an When selecting an oiloil, be sure that you will , be sure that you will 
be able to regain the added cost in fuel be able to regain the added cost in fuel 
saving when you buy super grade products.saving when you buy super grade products.



Use the Recommended Use the Recommended 
Grade of Motor OilGrade of Motor Oil

You can improve your gas mileage by 1You can improve your gas mileage by 1--2 percent by 2 percent by 
using the manufacturer's recommended grade of using the manufacturer's recommended grade of 
motor oil. For example, using 10Wmotor oil. For example, using 10W--30 motor oil in an 30 motor oil in an 
engine designed to use 5Wengine designed to use 5W--30 can lower your gas 30 can lower your gas 
mileage by 1mileage by 1--2 percent. Using 5W2 percent. Using 5W--30 in an engine 30 in an engine 
designed for 5Wdesigned for 5W--20 can lower your gas mileage by 120 can lower your gas mileage by 1--
1.5 percent. Also, look for motor oil that says 1.5 percent. Also, look for motor oil that says 
"Energy Conserving" on the API performance "Energy Conserving" on the API performance 
symbol to be sure it contains frictionsymbol to be sure it contains friction--reducing reducing 
additives.additives.

Fuel Economy Benefit: 1Fuel Economy Benefit: 1--2%2%
Equivalent Gasoline Savings: $0.03Equivalent Gasoline Savings: $0.03--$0.06/gallon$0.06/gallon



Vehicle MaintenanceVehicle Maintenance

Few people suspect that a malfunctioning Few people suspect that a malfunctioning 
cooling systemcooling system can drastically cut gas can drastically cut gas 
mileage.mileage.
Tires Tires are the most neglected part of a car.  are the most neglected part of a car.  
Under inflated tires cut fuel economy, Under inflated tires cut fuel economy, 
increase wear and make handling more increase wear and make handling more 
difficult.  Check tire pressure every week.  difficult.  Check tire pressure every week.  
Also make sure your wheels are aligned Also make sure your wheels are aligned 
and balanced.and balanced.



Keep Tires Properly InflatedKeep Tires Properly Inflated
You can improve your gas mileage by around You can improve your gas mileage by around 
3.3 percent by keeping your tires inflated to 3.3 percent by keeping your tires inflated to 
the proper pressure. Underthe proper pressure. Under--inflated tires can inflated tires can 
lower gas mileage by 0.4 percent for every 1 lower gas mileage by 0.4 percent for every 1 
psi drop in pressure of all four tires. Properly psi drop in pressure of all four tires. Properly 
inflated tires are safer and last longer.inflated tires are safer and last longer.

Fuel Economy Benefit: up to 3%Fuel Economy Benefit: up to 3%
Equivalent Gasoline Savings: Equivalent Gasoline Savings: 
–– Up to $0.09/gallonUp to $0.09/gallon



Vehicle MaintenanceVehicle Maintenance
How you How you fuel your carfuel your car can determine if you can determine if you 
will waste or save money before you have will waste or save money before you have 
driven a single mile.  It will pay to know all driven a single mile.  It will pay to know all 
about fueling.about fueling.
As fuel prices rise, As fuel prices rise, quickquick--buck artistsbuck artists are are 
ready to take advantage of a motorist who ready to take advantage of a motorist who 
will do anything to go farther on a gallon of will do anything to go farther on a gallon of 
fuel.  Do not get sucked into gadgets and fuel.  Do not get sucked into gadgets and 
fluids that do not work.fluids that do not work.



Vehicle OperationVehicle Operation
Vehicle operationVehicle operation.  Gain the maximum .  Gain the maximum 
amount of useful work from each gallon of amount of useful work from each gallon of 
fuel.fuel.
Human factorsHuman factors.  Drivers have more influence .  Drivers have more influence 
on gas mileage than any other single factor.  on gas mileage than any other single factor.  
The cost of fuel is the same for everyone.  The cost of fuel is the same for everyone.  
The cost per mile is up to you.The cost per mile is up to you.
Starting the engineStarting the engine.  Use a minimum amount .  Use a minimum amount 
of fuel to start your engine.of fuel to start your engine.



IdlingIdling.  Reduce your engine.  Reduce your engine’’s idling speed to the s idling speed to the 
lowest practical level.lowest practical level.
AccelerateAccelerate gradually for top fuel economy.  However, gradually for top fuel economy.  However, 
from a complete stop a brisk acceleration to the best from a complete stop a brisk acceleration to the best 
fuel economy speed is important to do.  By taking up fuel economy speed is important to do.  By taking up 
too much time to get the speed limit/best fuel speed, too much time to get the speed limit/best fuel speed, 
you will use more fuel.you will use more fuel.
Drive at a Drive at a steady speedsteady speed in or near the ideal range of in or near the ideal range of 
3030--35 mph.  Any speed over 50 mph will use more 35 mph.  Any speed over 50 mph will use more 
gas.gas.
CommunicateCommunicate for all maneuvers to help other drivers for all maneuvers to help other drivers 
save fuel.save fuel.



Vehicle OperationVehicle Operation

Your Your actionsactions influence fuel economy, influence fuel economy, 
affect others, and determine how safe affect others, and determine how safe 
you will be.you will be.
Stop feeding gasStop feeding gas well in advance of well in advance of 
turns and stops to exploit the turns and stops to exploit the 
momentum you have built up.momentum you have built up.
ShiftShift at the best speed for each gear.  at the best speed for each gear.  
Avoid large gas pedal movements.Avoid large gas pedal movements.



Environmental Environmental 
ConditionsConditions

Most drivers are not aware of the extent of Most drivers are not aware of the extent of 
the effect the effect weather and road conditionsweather and road conditions have have 
on fuel economy.on fuel economy.
Even 80 degrees is not warn enough to avoid Even 80 degrees is not warn enough to avoid 
paying for paying for warmwarm--upsups..
All drive team parts including the engine, All drive team parts including the engine, 
transmission, differential, wheel bearings transmission, differential, wheel bearings 
and tires must be and tires must be warmed upwarmed up before you can before you can 
expect normal economy.  expect normal economy.  



TemperatureTemperature has a strong effect on has a strong effect on 
how quickly a vehicle warms up and how quickly a vehicle warms up and 
how efficiently it will operate.  how efficiently it will operate.  
You must be ready to take the right You must be ready to take the right 
kind of action to protect vehicle kind of action to protect vehicle 
components and to maximize fuel components and to maximize fuel 
economy when economy when temperaturetemperature take a take a 
seasonal decline.seasonal decline.
Knowing exactly what to do under Knowing exactly what to do under 
extreme heat and cold conditionsextreme heat and cold conditions
can affect both your comfort and fuel can affect both your comfort and fuel 
economy.economy.



Do not underestimate the effect Do not underestimate the effect 
windwind can have on gas mileage.can have on gas mileage.
Roadway surfacesRoadway surfaces.  The route and path .  The route and path 
you choose as well as vehicle equipment you choose as well as vehicle equipment 
and driving techniques can strongly and driving techniques can strongly 
influence fuel economy and safety.influence fuel economy and safety.
Snow, ice, and rainSnow, ice, and rain can greatly increase can greatly increase 
rolling resistance at a time when engine rolling resistance at a time when engine 
efficiency is far below normal.efficiency is far below normal.
The last thing a fuelThe last thing a fuel--efficient driver wants efficient driver wants 
to do is to be forced to rapidly build speed to do is to be forced to rapidly build speed 
going going uphilluphill..



Traffic StrategiesTraffic Strategies
The longer you wait to react to traffic The longer you wait to react to traffic 
problems, the more fuel you spend handling problems, the more fuel you spend handling 
them.  Safe is not always fuel efficient and them.  Safe is not always fuel efficient and 
fuel efficient is not always safe.  A fine line fuel efficient is not always safe.  A fine line 
separates the two.  Your job is to know which separates the two.  Your job is to know which 
side of the line to take.side of the line to take.
Concentrate continuously for economy and Concentrate continuously for economy and 
safety.  If you lose your safety.  If you lose your concentrationconcentration, you , you 
are no longer in charge.  You can then are no longer in charge.  You can then 
become the victim.become the victim.



Be in charge with your Be in charge with your speedspeed--timingtiming--pathpath
combination for maximum fuel economy.combination for maximum fuel economy.
Time your approach and Time your approach and ““coasting incoasting in”” at at 
traffic controls to greatly improve gas traffic controls to greatly improve gas 
mileage.mileage.
You can avoid hard acceleration by You can avoid hard acceleration by 
waiting for easy waiting for easy gapsgaps for all for all 
maneuvers.maneuvers.
Look for Look for actions of othersactions of others users that could users that could 
force you to slow or stop.force you to slow or stop.
You can save fuel by using a few You can save fuel by using a few simple simple 
strategiesstrategies..



Drive SensiblyDrive Sensibly
Aggressive driving (speeding, rapid Aggressive driving (speeding, rapid 
acceleration and braking) wastes gas. It can acceleration and braking) wastes gas. It can 
lower your gas mileage by 33 percent at lower your gas mileage by 33 percent at 
highway speeds and by 5 percent around highway speeds and by 5 percent around 
town. Sensible driving is also safer for you town. Sensible driving is also safer for you 
and others, so you may save more than gas and others, so you may save more than gas 
money.money.
Fuel Economy Benefit: 5Fuel Economy Benefit: 5--33%33%
Equivalent Gasoline Savings: $0.15Equivalent Gasoline Savings: $0.15--
$1.01/gallon$1.01/gallon



Observe the Speed LimitObserve the Speed Limit
Gas mileage decreases rapidly at Gas mileage decreases rapidly at 
speeds above 60 mph. speeds above 60 mph. 
Each 5 mph you drive over 60 mph is Each 5 mph you drive over 60 mph is 
like paying an additional $0.10 per like paying an additional $0.10 per 
gallon for gas. gallon for gas. 
Observing the speed limit is also Observing the speed limit is also 
safer.  safer.  
Increasing your highway cruising Increasing your highway cruising 
speed from 55mph (90km/h) to 75mph speed from 55mph (90km/h) to 75mph 
(120km/h) will boost fuel consumption (120km/h) will boost fuel consumption 
by about 20%. by about 20%. 
You can improve your gas mileage You can improve your gas mileage 
about 15 percent by driving at 55mph about 15 percent by driving at 55mph 
rather than 65mph (104km/h).  rather than 65mph (104km/h).  
On the chart to the left note how On the chart to the left note how 
quickly efficiency drops after 60 mph.  quickly efficiency drops after 60 mph.  
In most cars the most fuel efficient In most cars the most fuel efficient 
speed is 34speed is 34--45 mph.45 mph.

Fuel Economy Benefit:7Fuel Economy Benefit:7--23% 23% 
Equivalent Gasoline Savings:$0.21Equivalent Gasoline Savings:$0.21--
$0.71/gallon$0.71/gallon



DollarDollar--Saving StrategiesSaving Strategies
Most economical:Most economical:
–– Drive around problem while Drive around problem while 

maintaining speed.maintaining speed.
Less economical:Less economical:
–– Slow down, drive around problem Slow down, drive around problem 

and accelerate gradually.and accelerate gradually.
Least Economical:Least Economical:
–– Stop, stay back from problem.  Accelerate Stop, stay back from problem.  Accelerate 

gradually.gradually.



Never Make a Safety TradeNever Make a Safety Trade--Off Off 
to Save Fuelto Save Fuel

At intersections.At intersections.
Near pedestrians.Near pedestrians.
Reduced field of view.Reduced field of view.
Reduced width.Reduced width.
Near Near pathsidepathside hazards.hazards.
Reduced traction.Reduced traction.



Planning for SavingsPlanning for Savings
By planning ahead, you can make significant By planning ahead, you can make significant 
fuel fuel savingssavings even before you get behind the even before you get behind the 
wheel.wheel.
On On short tripsshort trips your car never has a chance to your car never has a chance to 
warm up.  That is hard on the engine warm up.  That is hard on the engine 
and the pocketbook.and the pocketbook.
Keep an Keep an errand listerrand list and you will cut and you will cut 
down on the number of single down on the number of single 
purpose trips.purpose trips.



You save most when your car is on the You save most when your car is on the 
driveway or in the garage.  Drive only driveway or in the garage.  Drive only 
when necessary.  Use your when necessary.  Use your bike or public bike or public 
transportationtransportation when available.when available.
The The timetime you choose to drive will allow you choose to drive will allow 
you to sail along at a fuel saving steady you to sail along at a fuel saving steady 
speed or cause you to plod along in gas speed or cause you to plod along in gas 
guzzling stopguzzling stop--andand--go traffic.go traffic.
Driving an economy car is not enough. Driving an economy car is not enough. 
Choose the Choose the routeroute with the fewest negative with the fewest negative 
factors.  You will save time and money.factors.  You will save time and money.
Keeping Keeping trip recordstrip records is as valuable to fuel is as valuable to fuel 
sensitive drivers as are game films to sensitive drivers as are game films to 
coaches.coaches.



Exploiting Exploiting 
AlternativesAlternatives

Any time you use a more efficient way Any time you use a more efficient way 
of moving people and good, you are of moving people and good, you are 
helping to assure the future of our helping to assure the future of our 
country.country.
Ride sharingRide sharing can cut your costs to a can cut your costs to a 
fraction of normal.fraction of normal.
There are more advantages to There are more advantages to van van 
poolingpooling than saving fuel and money.than saving fuel and money.



CommutingCommuting
If you can stagger your work hours to avoid peak rush hours, If you can stagger your work hours to avoid peak rush hours, 
you'll spend less time sitting in traffic and consume less fuel.you'll spend less time sitting in traffic and consume less fuel.
If you own more than one vehicle, drive the one that gets the If you own more than one vehicle, drive the one that gets the 
best gas mileage whenever possible. best gas mileage whenever possible. 
Consider telecommuting (working from home) if your employer Consider telecommuting (working from home) if your employer 
permits it. permits it. 
If possible, take advantage of carpools and rideIf possible, take advantage of carpools and ride--share share 
programs. You can cut your weekly fuel costs in half and save programs. You can cut your weekly fuel costs in half and save 
wear on your car if you take turns driving with other wear on your car if you take turns driving with other 
commuters. Many urban areas allow vehicles with multiple commuters. Many urban areas allow vehicles with multiple 
passengers to use special High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) passengers to use special High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) 
lanes.lanes.
Consider using public transit if it is available and convenient Consider using public transit if it is available and convenient 
for you. The for you. The American Public Transit Transportation American Public Transit Transportation 
AssociationAssociation has links to information about public has links to information about public 
transportation in your state.transportation in your state.

http://www.apta.com/
http://www.apta.com/
http://www.apta.com/


Public transportationPublic transportation is one of is one of 
the most fuel efficient ways of the most fuel efficient ways of 
moving people from place to moving people from place to 
place.place.
TwoTwo--wheeled vehicleswheeled vehicles are great are great 
fuel savers.  There are some fuel savers.  There are some 
advantages, but there are also advantages, but there are also 
some disadvantages.some disadvantages.
Save time and money by Save time and money by 
phoningphoning instead of driving.instead of driving.



TravelingTraveling
A roof rack or carrier provides additional A roof rack or carrier provides additional 
cargo space and may allow you to meet your cargo space and may allow you to meet your 
needs with a smaller car. However, a loaded needs with a smaller car. However, a loaded 
roof rack can decrease your fuel economy by roof rack can decrease your fuel economy by 
5 percent. Reduce aerodynamic drag and 5 percent. Reduce aerodynamic drag and 
improve your fuel economy by placing items improve your fuel economy by placing items 
inside the trunk whenever possible. inside the trunk whenever possible. 

Avoid carrying unneeded items, especially Avoid carrying unneeded items, especially 
heavy ones. An extra 100 lbs in the trunk heavy ones. An extra 100 lbs in the trunk 
reduces a typical car's fuel economy by 1reduces a typical car's fuel economy by 1--2 2 
percent.percent.



Consider conducting business Consider conducting business 
by by mailmail.  It does not always take .  It does not always take 
a trip in your car to make a a trip in your car to make a 
business transaction.business transaction.
Shopping by Shopping by catalogcatalog or by or by 
the the Internet Internet can save fuel.can save fuel.



ActivityActivity
Use Use www.fueleconomy.govwww.fueleconomy.gov Find and Compare CarsFind and Compare Cars
section to find the most fuel efficient vehicle that will section to find the most fuel efficient vehicle that will 
meet your needs. Even within a size class, there is a meet your needs. Even within a size class, there is a 
tremendous range of tremendous range of MPGsMPGs to choose from. For to choose from. For 
example, similar 2006 model year compact cars example, similar 2006 model year compact cars 
range from 21 to 45 MPG. Choosing the 45 MPG car range from 21 to 45 MPG. Choosing the 45 MPG car 
could save you hundreds of dollars in fuel costs could save you hundreds of dollars in fuel costs 
each year.each year.

http://www.fueleconomy.gov/
http://www.fueleconomy.gov/feg/Findacar.htm
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